
1 Chronicles 7:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And his sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod, and Abiezer, and

Mahalah. 

Analysis

And his sister Hammoleketh (ֶהַמ�ֹּלכֶת 'the queen' or 'the reigning one')—this rare

feminine genealogical entry appears in Manasseh's tribal register. Most biblical

genealogies trace patrilineal descent, but Hammoleketh's inclusion suggests she

had inheritance rights (cf. Zelophehad's daughters, Numbers 27:1-11) or bore sons

of  special  significance.  Her  name's  meaning,  'the  queen,'  may  indicate  royal

connections or simply high status within the clan.

She  bare Ishod (אִיש�ְׁהוֹּד 'man of majesty'),  Abiezer (ֶאֲביִעֶזר 'father of help'), and

Mahalah (ָמַחְׁלה  'disease'  or  'weakness').  Abiezer's  clan  gained  fame  through

Gideon, who came from Ophrah of the Abiezrites (Judges 6:11).  Gideon, whose

weakness  God  used  to  defeat  Midian  with  300  men,  perfectly  embodied  his

ancestor's name 'father of help'—divine strength perfected in human weakness (2

Corinthians 12:9).

The  juxtaposition  of  names—Ishod  ('majesty'),  Abiezer  ('help'),  Mahalah

('weakness')—creates  theological  tension:  majesty  coexists  with weakness when

God provides help. This anticipates Paul's paradox: 'when I am weak, then I am

strong' (2 Corinthians 12:10). That these sons trace through their mother rather

than  father  breaks  patriarchal  convention,  showing  God's  kingdom  purposes

transcend cultural gender norms.
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Historical Context

Manasseh's  tribe  split  between  west  Jordan  (this  branch)  and  east  Jordan

territories. Hammoleketh's sons settled west of Jordan, likely in the hill country

that later hosted Gideon's exploits against Midianite raiders (Judges 6-8, c. 1200

BC).  For  the  Chronicler's  post-exilic  audience,  Manasseh's  tribal  identity  was

fragmented—the  eastern  half  had  been  exiled  by  Assyria  (732  BC)  and  never

returned,  while  western  Manasseh  merged  with  Ephraim's  territory  in  the

northern kingdom.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

What does Hammoleketh's inclusion in this patrilineal genealogy teach about

God's regard for women's roles in covenant history?

How does Gideon's descent from Abiezer ('father of help') illustrate God's

pattern of achieving mighty victories through weak, unlikely instruments?

Interlinear Text

וֹּ ואֲַֽחֹּת
And his sister

H269

כתֶ ֹּלֶ הַמ�
Hammoleketh

H4447

ְׁדָה ילָֽ
bare
H3205

אֶת
H853

וֹּד אִיש�ְׁה
Ishod
H379

ְׁאֶת ו
H853

זרֶ אֲביִעֶ
and Abiezer

H44

ְׁאֶת ו
H853

מַחְׁלהָֽ׃
and Mahalah

H4244

1. 

2. 
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